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Analiza diskursa o rasi u ud`benicima
za gimnaziju

U ovom radu analizirao sam razumevanje i upo-
trebu koncepta rase u ud`benicima za gimnazije u
Srbiji. Dru{tveni kontekst analize je reforma obra-
zovanja koja se odigrala 2004. godine kao odgovor
na obrazovnu reformu sprovo|enu izme|u 2001. i
2003. godine. S obzirom da je obrazovni sistem u
Srbiji striktno centralizovan, ud`benici predstavljaju
ne samo znanje koje je legitimisano sa pozicija
politi~ke mo}i, ve} tako|e i znanje koje se, prema
zakonu, mora ste}i u toku obrazovnog procesa (Jeli-
n~i} et al. 2007).

Kao analiti~ki koncept u antropologiji i drugim
dru{tvenim naukama, rasa se smatra nepogodnom za
promi{ljanje razlika me|u ljudima jo{ od radova
Franca Boasa po~etkom XX veka. Savremeni teorij-
ski pristupi ve} vi{e od pedeset godina problema-
tizuju „biolo{ko“ razumevanje rase, pokazuju}i kako
se binarizam priroda/kultura proizvodi kroz razli~ite
nau~ne diskurse, kao {to je i onaj o rasi (Brkovi}
2007, Wade 1993 i 2004, upor. Butler 1990). U
savremenim dru{tvenim naukama i humanisti~kim
disciplinama, rasa se dominantno smatra dru{tvenim
konstruktom (Simi} 2007).

Analiza upotrebe koncepta rase u gimnazijskim
ud`benicima pokazuje da ud`benici koriste ideju o
biolo{kim, prirodnim osnovama rasnih podela, repro-
dukuju}i na taj na~in binarizam priroda/kultura. Naj-
~e{}e kori{}ena strategija upotrebe diskursa o rasi je
ona koja omogu}ava evropocentri~nu ili etnocentri~nu
diferencijaciju „mi-oni“, u kojoj se mi identifikujemo s
„razvijenim“ („belim“) svetom. Nijedan od ud`benika
ne uklju~uje prikaze savremenih razmatranja pojma
rase u dru{tvenim naukama. Svi ud`benici osu|uju
pojavu rasizma, ali neki od ud`benika opisuju para-
digmu o evoluciji kultura kao validnu reprodukuju}i
i mit o plemenitom divljaku. Pri tome se ove paradig-
me i predstave ne problematizuju u odnosu na posle-
dice koje su imale za opravdanje rasisti~ke politike,
aparthejda i kolonizacije. Ud`benici referi{u na insti-
tucinalizovane prakse (humanisti~ko vaspitanje, za-
koni, obrazovanje protiv predrasuda, ljudska prava,
me|unarodno pravo, aparthejd, rasizam) koje se u
njima normalizuju ili kritikuju, ali ni u jednom slu-
~aju nisu elaborirani kao objekti odre|enog diskursa
i smatraju se samorazumljivim pojmovima.
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Analysis of Discourse on Race in
Grammar School Textbooks

In this paper I analysed the understanding and
the usage of the concept of race in contemporary
textbooks for grammar schools in Serbia. The con-
text of the analysis is the educational reform that
took place from 2001 to 2003, as well as the ‘coun-
ter-reform’ in 2004. In a strictly centralized Serbian
educational system, the textbooks represent not only
the knowledge which is legitimized from the posi-
tion of the political authority, but also the knowl-
edge which, according to the law, must be learned.

As an analytical concept, race is considered in-
appropriate for thinking about human differences. In
contemporary social sciences and humanities, race is
mainly considered a social construct. New theoreti-
cal approaches problematize the ‘biological’ caracter
of race showing how the nature/culture distinction is
produced through scientific discourses of biology.

The analysis shows that most analysed textbooks
reproduce the notion of biological or natural founda-
tions for racial division. None of the textbooks in-
clude a review of contemporary reflections on the
notion of race in social sciences. The most com-
monly used strategy for understanding the concept
of race is one that enables a euro-centric or eth-
no-centric distinction between ‘us’ and ‘them’, iden-
tifying ‘us’ with the ‘white’ and ‘developed’ world.
All textbooks strongly condemn racism, but some of
the textbooks describe the evolutionary cultural par-
adigm without problematizing it, while reproducing
the noble savage myth. Those books do not discuss
the consequences of these ideas for rationalizing dif-
ferent racist policies, apartheid and colonization.
Textbooks refer to institutionalized practices (hu-
manist upbringing, laws, education against preju-
dices, human rights, international law, apartheid,
racism) which are normalized or criticized, but are
not elaborated as the objects of certain discourses
but instead treated as self-explanatory notions.
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